THE  TRUE  INTERCOURSE           263

People do not associate in order to receive epigram-
matic shocks, nor to be fed up with information and
have their views put right. They associate for society.
They feel more secure, more open-hearted and cheer-
ful, when together. Sheep know in their hearts that
numbers are no protection against the dog, who is so
much cleverer and more terrible than they; but still
they like to keep in the flock. It is always comfort-
able to sit beside a man as foolish as oneself and hear
him say that East is East and West is West; or that
men are men, and women are women ; or that the world
is a small place after all, truth is stranger than fiction,
listeners never hear any good of themselves, and a true
friend is known in adversity. That gives the sense of
perfect comradeship. There is here no tiresome rivalry
of wits, no plaguy intellectual effort. One feels one's
proper level at once, and needs no longer go scrambling
up the heights with banners of strange devices. At
such moments of pleasant and unadventurous inter-
course, it will be found very soothing to reply that cold
hands show a warm heart, that only town-dwellers
really love the country, that night is darkest before the
dawn, that there are always faults on both sides, that
an Englishman's home is his castle, but travel expands
the mind, and marriage is a lottery.

Such sentences, delivered alternately, will supply all
the requisites of intercourse. The philosopher rightly
esteemed no knowledge of value unless it was known
already, and all these things have been known a very
long time. Sometimes, it is true, a conversation may
become more directly informative and yet remain
amicable, as when the man on the steamer acquaints
you with the facts that lettuce contains opium, that
Lincoln's Inn Fields is the size of the Great Pyramid's